SHORT ACCOUNT | 


or O OF THE 


: Procecdings of * i and CommrTrTes, . "2 
1 1 to take Care of the Civil 2 ol 8 
the. Disszxrzzs. e 5 


* 


In the Year 1737. 5 8 
' HEY procured Relief for the „** bs 


Mary Rotherbith, from ſome Oppreſſions intended and =p 
= attempted to be brought upon them, by certain Clauſes. 
Rn Bills then depending, for the 2 or — * 
their reſpective Pariſh Churches. 


=; per Perſon they could find to this Service. 


Tux ſame Year they aſſiſted two diſſenting School- Maſters i in des | 


fending themſelves — Proſecutions wherewith they had been | 
threatened : * 
A. „„ 


of St. Olaves Soutbwarłk, St. Leonard Shoreditch, and St 


ons chis Occaſion chey found the Neceſſity of * OY _ 
1 a Solicitor: And they accordingly appointed 12 moſt Tm 7 


8 


An ſettled likewiſe a Correſpondence with the moſt proper Per- 
5 ſons ts could find, in every County in — 


In 1738. 


85 Tuxv procured a Motion to be made in the Houſe of Commons ; 
for the Repeal or Explanation of the Corporation and Teſt Acts: 


They drew up, printed and diſtributed among the Members, Rea- 


1 Repeal: And at a conſiderable — — 


divers 3 in Vindication of that — 


In 1739. 


* nſalued to fend any Meeting. Houſe in the city which 5 
| ſhould be afleſſed and charged bs the Watch; and thereby oral 5 
_ the repeating ſuch illegal and uareaſonable Demands. 


1 Tur aſſiſted another School- Maſter under Proſecution for keep 
. ing a School. : 


- So Juſtices of the ME in. 1 refuſed this Year 5 
| to licenſe and record ſome Houles deſigned for diſſenting Meeting- 
Places. The CouurrrEE hereupon procured the Attorney Gene- 
ral's Opinion on the Caſe; who declared the Refuſal illegal, and 
directed to proper Means. of Redreſs : On the — of which the oF 
- 2 — fit ö 2 W 


In 1740. 5 


. Tux Contreras y were e applied to for thai Affiſtance and e 
Fs tenance in an important Affair, depending before the King in 
; « Council, relating to the civil Rights of our Preſbyterian and” + Noa Pn. 
gregational Brethren. in New England ; and they © Ban, gave 5 
„ all 3 and n Attendance on that Bulineſs. 


— 


: TRI 8 


3 

Tuis Year, at the Requeſt of the Parties concernald, they un- 
dertook the Defence of a Baptiſt Miniſter, who had been illegally 

and maliciouſly appointed Church- Warden of the Pariſh where he 
reſided. On the Pariſhioners being made acquainted with this Re- 


ſolution, they thought fit to deſiſt from their e of him, | 
- and choſe another to that Office | in his room. 


I Aucrnen diſſenting School- Maſter applied to chem this Year 
t whom they "—_ proper Advice and Aſlitance, Fd 


In 1741. 
Tur proſecuted ſeveral Rioters, who had inſulted the Congre- ; 
gation of Baptiſts at Stratton in Wiltſhire, and had particularly, in 


a moſt barbarous Manner, abuſed both the Perſon and Family of 
one of them who lived at Swindon : And by this Proſecution they _ 


reſtored the Peace of * Place and N * 


In 1742. 1 


No ROM ee and un to eſtabliſh a | Revifier of the 
| Births of the Children of Proteſtant Diſſenters of the three Deno- 


minations; and of the Baptiſm of ſuch of their Children as ſhould 85 


be baptized in their Infancy. _ 
N. B. There is ſuch a Regiſter at the Library i in Red-Croſs-Stree. 


9 this Time another 1 Maſter was Sad with. "EE 
vexatious Proſecution, whom the CoMmMiTTEE adviſed and afliſted 


in the beſt Manner they were able: And in this, as well as in | the 9 


4 other Inſtances, as far as they know, with Succeſs. 


- On Application made to them, they adviſed ſome 8 Diſ- i 
ſenters in the Country not to comply with the Demands of a Cler- 
gyman, who claimed his cuſtomary Fees for churching their Wives, 


mga the Women had never been at Church; for 1 marrying their 
3 33 "Men, 


Men, though they were ** in another Pariſh, and by 
Miniſter; and for burying their Dead, though buried | in their own 
| burying Ground, and hoy barrel had been read over them: And 


on the Promiſe of the Couutrrzz to defend them, if they were 
| proſecuted for not <> dtd theſe Ulegal unreaonable Claims . 5 


another: 


have not been repeated. 


Tas Year Mr. Robert cee, a. Proteſtant Diſſenter, \ who... 
never had, and always ſcrupled to take the Sacrament according to. 
the Uſage of the Church of England, as a Qualification for an 


Office, was choſen Sheriff of London and Middleſenx. The Cou- 


MI1TTEE encouraged Mr. Groſvenor to refuſe this Office; apprehend- 
ing he was not capable of ſerving, or being elected into, ſuch an 


| Office, by reaſon of the Corporation At: And judging this a 
Point of great Importance to the Diſſenters throughout England, 


2 eſpecially to ſuch of them as are free of the City of London, thought 
it became them to undertake his Defence: And accordingly, when 


the City moved for an Information againſt him, the CoumrTTEzx en- 
_ gazed ſeveral eminent Council to appear in his Behalf: The Court 
- unanimouſly refuſed the Information. Since that the City have 
5 88 an Action of Den FE him, which, after . taken 


In 1743. 


r= Tax 3 af 1 and their Clerk, e to 9 at 
p 1 a Place deſigned for the Religious Worſhip of Diſſenters. 


Ife CommirTTEE moved the Court of King's $ Bench for a 3 
mus: On which the Juſtices complied. TED 


- Tax ſame Year the CommmTrTer W in Behalf of 8 
Brethren in Angleſea, ' diſturbed and abuſed by a riotous Mob; and 


| ebtained an Information againſt ſeveral of the Rioters, which has 


; reſtored the Peace ved that Place, | ; 
1 5 And 


Tx 1 


Rid about the ſame Time they obtained a Clauſe to be inſerted 
in the Act for the better lighting the City of London, by which the 
diſſenting Meeting-Houſes are kept from being aſſeſſed at the Diſ- 
cretion of the Alderman and Common Council of their reſpective 
Wards; and are henceforth ſer on the ſame Foot — all other RD 
"PI" EI a like Nature. e rs 


m 1744. 5 


- Tax CommTTE® were deſired, and thought fit, to merge . 
Vith relation to ſome Diſorders and Animoſities that had lately 


riſen in the Province of Connecticut: They drew up and ſent ſuch 2, 


Letters of Advice as ſeemed to them moſt likely to put an End t. to 7 
thoſe Diſorders, and reſtore the Peace of the Colony. 


 Azour this Time the melancholly Sicuation of the Diſſenters "= 


| Walverhamplen in Staffordſbire, was repreſented to the CommiTTEE. 
They had put their late Miniſter in Poſſeſſion of the Meeting-Houſe, 


2 Dwelling-Houſe, and divers Writings belonging to the Society. Tt 
Theſe he refuſed to deliver up now they have diſmiſſed him; un- 
leſs they were recovered, the Diſſenting Intereſt, lately in flouirith- 
ing Circumſtances, could not be kept up; the CommiTTEE there- 


fore ordered a Bill to be filed in Chancery, againſt Mr. Barr, their 
late Miniſter; to which he has given in his Anſwer. 


Tas Year a Country Clergyman refuſed to TI one or more of 


1 nis diſſenting Pariſhioners deceaſed; and proſecuted another of his 
8 Pariſhioners, in the Spiritual Court, "for aſliſting in throwing in the 
Earth in the Church- Yard, upon one of thoſe Bodies which he had 
| refuſed to bury. The CommiTTzE interpoſed, and found Means 


to make the Rector withdraw his Suit; and they have Reaſon to 


hope, from the Iſſue of that Affair, there will be no more Grounds 


3 Complaints of that Nature, * in that Town. or PET . 
bourhood. D | 


m 1745. 


Tus Couuirrzz received Complaints of ſ. veral inegal "ON | 
ceedings, nearly affecting the Civil Rights of divers of their Bre- 


©  thien in Caernarvonſbire. Some of the Diſſenters · had been impreſ- ; 


ſed, though ſo circumſtanced as to be manifeſtly excepted by the 
Act of Parliament; the Juſtices had refuſed to licenſe ſome Places 


deſigned for their Religious Worſhip ; and one of their Miniſters E-- 


had been grolsly abuſed as he was go ng to preach. 


Tur CouuirrzE have procured the Diſcharge of the Man who- = 


had been illegally impreſſed ; their Meeting-Houſes have been ſince 2 
licenſed; and we have heard of 10 freſh Inſults or * in = 2 
I _ — lince. = N 


in ; 1746. 


py ny Addreſs ** che Paſtors of the ſeveral Churches i in 1 > 

: was ſent over to Dr. Avery, as Chairman of the Deputies z; 

and was by him, and Eliatim Palmer, 258 ans to his Maltys ; 
and! very groceutly received. = 


Tux n about this Time . on Foot a Subſeripion for 
defraying the Charges of the D&ruTATION. 15 


Ax Incroachment having 3 made on the Mecting-Howle. 5 
and the Ground belonging to it, at Brentwood, in the County of 

Elfex, the CommiTTEe, on Application being made to —_ re- 
ſolved to aſſiſt the Diſſenters there in maintaining their Right; and, 


zs ſoon as this was known, the Incroachment was removed; and 


” * Offices. 


they have continued, and are likely to continue, in the peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of their Meeting-Houſe and its Appurtenances ; and have 
ſear the Drrerin and the Coν,t2we! their Thanks for their | 


"0 Pas- = 


1 „ * 


A ProstcuTion in the Spiritual Court was commenced againſt 
one Greenwood, for living in Fornication with his own Wife; be- 
cauſe he had not been martiied according to the Rites of the Church 
of England, but in the Congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters, of 
which he was a Member: And this he pleaded was a Matter of 


| _ Conſcience with him. This Profecution, it carried on, muſt have 5 


ended in the utter Ruin of the Man. The CommiTTee could not 
think the Man had acted prudently or legally in this Matter; but 
pet, in Compaſſion to him, _ thought fit ſo far to interpoſe, as 
| To endeavour to engage the Proſecutor to drop his Suit; and were 


ſo happy as to prevail with him to put an End to all — i 
— the poor Man in the Spiritual Court. 


Courlainr was made that the Chancellor of Banger bad uſed. 


ſeveral Diſſenters in Anglefea, and other Parts of that Dioceſe, in a 
dcdruel Manner, by citing them, and proceeding againſt them, in 
ais Court, upon various frivolous Pretences. The 3 
Aupon hearing the Caf, procured for them the beſt Advice the 


1 could; and ſo effectually aſſiſted — as to porn an End t to > thel 
ppreſlive * ; 


In 3 747. 


: 8 School-Maſters 3 in 1 Suffolk had been n into as Spiritual 
Court, for keeping a School without a Licence, and applied to the 
 ComMiITTEE for Advice how to act; who thereupon ſent them 
ſuch Inſtructions and Advices, as, having been followed, have 


prevented the Continue; or Renewal, of wy koch vexatious 
1 Proſecutions, 55 


RE Clergymes i in  Lincolyfvire refuſed i to ww a | Pariſhioner, ahi 
| «died there, without a Certificate that the Deceaſed had been bap- 

tTized according to the Rites of the Church of England. The Com- 
 MITTEE, on being applied to, found Means to make the Rector 

aſhamed of his S; and have Reaſon to hope, that they have 


1 4 
CITY any ſuch illegal and uncharitable Behaviour, in that Pa- 
rin and Nene, for the Time to come. 


Tux Dillenters at Maehrroney in Wales, had a N of Twenty : 


Pounds left them, the Intereſt of which was to be annually paid to. 
the Diſſenting Miniſter there for the Time being; but the Truſtee 


of the ſaid Legacy refuſed to pay it. The D+eeuTAaTiON was ap- 
plied to for Advice and Aſſiſtance : They declined entering into a. 
Chancery Suit for ſo ſmall a Sum, but 8 ordered a Let - 
ter to be wrote to the ſaid Truſtee; which, they have had the Sata 
. Radon of hearing, r the deſired Effect. 


4 * ; In 1748. 


Tim Difſenters at Great Ted 1 Norfolk, Gann ters 


aggrieved by a Rate. for the Support of an Organ, erected ſome | 


| Years ago by voluntary Contribution. When the Caſe was ſent to. 
the COMMITTEE, they procured the beſt Opinions they could upon 


tit, both in DoZor's-Commons and Weſtminſter-Hall: For which 5 1 
received the Thanks of their Friends there; and have been ſince | 
aſſured, that the Affair i is az da ad to the Satisfaction of the Dis | 


ſenters 1 in chat Town. 


ern Diſſenters of Watfuldin et, das Children had . 


: heen refuſed Burial there, on Pretence of their not having been 3 
baptized, have ſent up Complaints on that Head to the Coumrr- | 
TEE, who have endeavoured, and ftill are endeavouring, to oblige | 


the re . concerned, to 2. a more realpnatye ke. 
Fart. i 54 25 


10 1710. 


' FE DISSENTING ; School- Maſter at Henke upon 7 nn 1 1 
ened with a Proſecution in the Spiritual Court, for keeping School 
without a SP and — delired the Advice and diſtance 


4 3 - TI , 2 4 0 FP 8 ” K - 3 5 4 


of the CoumtTTzz ; who immediately inſtructed him, as well as 
they were able, how he ſhould proceed; and as there has been no 


freſh Complainr, it is hoped the Advice then — him was attend- 8 
ed with Succeſs. Me Ee 


A CONSIDERABLE Legacy was, ſome Years ago, left 1 


Support of a Proteſtant Diſſenting Congregation in Carolina. But 


the Perſons who were, by the Will, intruſted with the Money, 


have refuſed to pay it, or account for either Principal or Intereſt to 
the Miniſter or the Congregation. Mr. Henry Heywood, who is at 
poems the Miniſter of that C opgregation, ſent over Letters to the 


EPUTATION, deſiring their Aſſiſtance ; and particularly requeſt- 


ing, that they would furniſh him with ſome Evidence, or Pre- 
cedents of Legacies given to Diſſenting Miniſters or Congregations, 
that had been adjudged and ordered 'by th Court of Chancery, to 
be paid to ſuch Diſſenters: And in Anfwer to his Requeſt the 
_ CommiTTEe,. by Order of the Derurizs, did procure a Copy of 


a2 Dccree of the Court of pats in a | Cauſe of that Dore,” — e 
fent i it over to him. „ 


Ir was reported, 1 8 believed at als was a «th. "TEN 


on Foot to erect two new Biſhopricks in the Weſt- Indies. This. the 
Derurizs thought, and have ſince been well aſſured, would be 
very diſagreeable to many of our Friends in thoſe Parts; and high 
ly prejudicial to the Intereſts of ſeveral of the Colonies. They 
therefore appointed two of their Body to wait on ſome of his Ma- 
jeſty's principal Servants, and to acquaint them with their Senti- 
ments on. this Subject: Which was accordingly done; and the 
Perſons deputed were very civilly received: And whatever me 
Event may be, the Part the DeeuTaT1on has acted, has been ſo 
| kindly taken Abroad, that the Houſe of Repreſentatives of the 


Province of the Maſſachuſets Bay, have returned them their Thanks, 
ni in a Meſſage ſigned by their Speaker. 1 


Wi liam David lf, in his laſt Will, one Hundred W to- 


3 IS _ wards 


1 35 0 
wards * Support of a Diſſenting Meeting in Glamorganſhire : „ The 


Heir at Law conteſted the Validity of the Legacy. The Com- 
' MITTEE, on being acquainted with the Cafe, took the Attorney 


'- Opinion upon it; and ſent it down with their Advice to 


the Parties concerned, who have returned their Thanks; and 
| promiſed to make the beſt Uſe they can of the friendly Aſſiſtance 


„Sven them ; and have _ that it will be attended wih - 
| Succeſs, - 


Tus Clean i in r have * . a a on 
e Diſſenters there for baptizing their Children, though they were 


not baptized by them, but by Diſſenting Miniſters; and ſome of 
the Diſſenters have been cited into the Spiritual Court for refuſing 


to pay what has been thus demanded. The CommiTTEs, being 7 


made acquainted with their Caſe, have adviſed and aſſiſted them in „ 


ſo effectual a Manner, that the Proſecutions on that Account are 


| Cropped; and the — who cited . bas woo Tn to 5 


pay Coſts. 


Cortaunr has been made by Mfr. f — Dilkating Mini- 5 $- 


ſter at Tenterden in Kent, of an out 18 Inſult that had been 


offered him, at a Funeral, by Mr. Helland, Curate there: and the 


_ ComwMirTEzs have adviſed Mr. Handcock how to act on this Oe. 77 
alen; ; #8 ace. endegrouring 19 procure him Redreſs. | 


In 1750. 


Tus Fern this \ Year again W rheir WE Y __ 
| deavaurs to prevent the — Vicar-GENERAL, or Bis sor, 
into America z and hitherto he — and , of that kind 
bas not ſucceeded. l 8 


| Upon Complaints Fins Crookham about the Church Mini We 
_ demanding Fees for Churching of Women, though nothing had 
been aſked « — or dene * * and n n: the 
4 Con- 


B 
CouuMirrE took the Advice of Council; and wrote a Letter of 
Advice to the Diſſenters there how to behave, in order to put an 


End to ſuch Impoſitions; Which! it is 3 and believed, had oe 
deſired Effect. 


Uron another Complaint of Mr. Walter Thomas, a - 
3 Miniſter at Vincaunton in Samer ſeiſhire, that he had been preſented 
by the Grand Jury for preaching in the Houſe of Mr. Samuel 


Richards, at Bruton, as not licenſed ; and Mr. Richards for being 
_ preſent at the preaching : the CommTTEE gave their Advice in 


that Caſe; and, among other Things, directed that Search ſhould 
be made if the ſaid Houſe had not been regiſtred many Years 
ago; and upon ſuch Search it was found that the Houſe had been 
regiſtred at the Quarter Seſſions 3 W. & M. which par an End to = 
any further Proceedings upon the ſaid Preſentments. 5 N 


Mr. Barr, the late Miniſter of Wolverhampton, 8 up t 


7 the Diſſenters there, the Meeting - Houſe and Dwelling - Houſe, 5 
Which, for a long Time paſt, he had forcibly detained from them; 
and for the Recovery of which the CommiTTEE had been _ 1 


| * begin a Suit in Chancery againſt the ſaid Barr. 


i Couri aur having been made from Hinkley about ſome W 
done to the Meeting Houſe in the Night- time, by Perſons un- 

known; the CommiTTEE applied to the Speaker, in Order to ob- 

tain an Act or Clauſe for Redreſs of the Grievances complained of; 


and alſo, by the Speaker's Direction, waited on the Attorney $0 
General for his Advice therein; with which the Diſſenters at Hinkley 
were „ 3 and we | have heard of no Diſturbances there „ 


lance. Eee 


Sou Diſſencers z at Gnas W ſued i in he Spiritual 8 for 1 
refuſing to pay Fees demanded of them by the Clerk of the Pariſh, | 
| the CommtTTEz adviſed them to Ferit in ſuch Retuſal 3 ſuch De- 


- - mands being — 9 1 


4 


Tx] 


In 1751. 


Mr. St. John having refuſed for eight Years paſt to pay a yearly 
1 to the School-Maſter of Odibam, (who was the Diſſenting 
Miniſter there) payable out of his Eſtate that he had purchaſed of 
Mr Zouch : The CommiTTEZ took the Opinion of the Attorney 
General on the Caſe, and have, and are ſtill uſing their Endeavours. 
5 to obtain Payment of the ſaid Salary. 


Uros Complaint of a Riot that happened at Walſall in 2 
ire, in which the Meeting-Houſe was pulled down; the Cou- 
 MITTEE informed the Miniſtry thereof; who undertook to proſe- 


cute the ſaid Rioters; which was accordingly done: and the Cou- 


ure received the Thanks of the Diſtenters at * for . 
= good Offices | in 1 that Aﬀair, 5 


In 1752. . 
N Complaint 1 2 ginia, of the Behaviour * the ts. 


vernor and Council there, in taking away a Licence that had ben 2 I 
granted by the County Court, of a Houſe for Religious Worſhip 1 


of Proteſtant Diſſenters; the CouuirrEE took the Attorney Ge- 


neral's Opinion on the Caſe; and ſent the ſame to the Perſons Wo 
were immediately concerned at Virginia, to direct their Conduct in 


che ſaid Affair; and are . other Meaſures to have the 1 
Grievance redreſſed. : 


Veo Complaiat FR Hitchin of an Order of the Truſtees of 4 8 
1 Free- School there, excluding Proteſtant Diſſenters Children from 
the ſaid School; the Attorney General's Opinion was taken about 


. the Validity of ſuch Order: and upon that Opinion the CounT- fn 


xk have uſed their Endeavours to have the ſaid Order revoked. 
And the ſame has been ſuſpended ; and the Diſſenters there have 
been aſſured it not be executed.” 


| 


for the Benefit of the Miniſter of the Diſſent! 
where the late Mr. Wetberley was Paſtor, the fai 


| 13 ] 1 
' Taz CouutrrzE obtained a Clauſe in the ial the Act to 
* left out, which might have proved Getrimental to the Diſſenting 
| Intereſt, EINE” 


In 1753+ 


Th HE S undertook to uſe their n to recover 5 
? the zool. bequeathed to Truſtees (by Mrs. — Will,) 
Congregation 
Legacy being 
claimed by one of the Truſtees; apainft whom a Suit in _— 
| hath been commenced, for the Eſtabliſhment of the ſaid Truſt. 


= Taz CommTTEE advifed and aſſiſted a School-Maſter at Su a 
| * was ed into the — Court for . School wi h 


2 Licence. 


m 754. 


Tur COMMITTEE again obtained a Clauſe to be left out in the . 
; Indemnifying Act, which, if 3 it had ood, Sov al have — wy = 
: PERRIN to the Diſlenters. | 


Upon a Leer from Mr. Phils, of Kingfe in * 4 | 
Advice whether he might chriſten Children of the Church P 
in an unlicenſed Place; the Carr. — their Advice to him P 
"2 according to his Deſire. 1 | E 


1 Coummres 1955 Jane: undertook the Defence of 8 
5 . in refuſing to to ſerve the Office of Sheriff for the City of 
London and County of Middleſex, in Caſe they were nominated and 


45 Diſſenters. 


Tn COMMITTEE this Year gave their yk ai aſſiſted | * 
Diſſenting Congregation, at Money in Wi Its, about the Re- 
1 — 


elected thereto, they ng — * W to ſerve the Fes as „ 


i. $i} 
covery of an Annuity of 150 per Annum, given to the faid Con- 
gregation. 


In 755. 


Tur CommrTTER this Year gave their Advice and n, 
to the Diſſenting Miniſters in Virginia, how to apply for — 
of Houſes for Religious Worſhip there. 8 


A Comet ar being made this . by a N Miniſter, 
| Gin Glamorganſpire in South-Wales, about a Mecting-Houſe chere, 
which had been ſhut up by one of the Truſtees thereof : The Com- 


 MITTEE took the Affair into Confideration ; and ordered ſeveral 


Letters to be ſent to the Parties concerned in thoſe O preſſions, 

Which had ſo good an Effect, as to get the = 
opened; and the Miniſter and — reſtored to = — . 
5 able Poſſeſſion thereof. 8 


3 Tus Comurrrzr * a Suit i in IAN on | the Behalf of 8 
ſome Diſſenters, at Araſy in Leiceſterſhire, againſt one Hackett, for 
the Recovery of an Eſtate left to _— and proceeded therein as 


2 far as Council adviſed. 


MIꝝ. Stokes, a Diſſenting Miniſter at — Id this Year - 
been ſhut out of the Meeting -Houſe there, applied to the Cou- 
 MITTEE for their Aſſiſtance, which Matter they took into Conſide- 


ouſe ſoon 


ration; and after ſeveral Applications to and Meetings with the 
Truſtees and others concerned, got Mr. Stokes reſtored to the 
” 3 Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of the ſaid Meeting Houſe. 


Tur Couuirrzx applied to the Common Council of the City 5 


| of London, for Liberty to inſpef the City Books, in order to enable 
them to defend the Proſecutions brought by the City againſt Diſſen- 


ters for refuſing to ſerve the Office of Sheriff there, which was re» 


fuſed} them, and they were forced into a Chancery Suit, by which 
— n Liberty to — thous at a great pence. MES 
* 


E 
tn 1786. 


Tue CommrrTest this Yer revived the Correſpondence of che 
Derurariox with the Country. 5 


7 T HE Conmtrrat aſſiſted the Congregation, * Mr. Weterley s, 
and eſtabliſhed the Truſt of 5001. given to the faid ef an 
by a Decree in the Court of Chancery. 5 ; 


5 Se e being made this Year al Hrakflnge Meeting- 
Houſes in Virginia; the CoMmITTEE waited on Perſons here in 

Power. And. gave their Advice to the Diſſenting Miniſters there 85 
HOW to proceed i in that Matter, which had the deſired Effect. - 


jp | Turs Year the Coummrer aſſiſted ſome Diſſenters of che Bo- 5 
: roug h of Carmarihes | in 2 who were under 3 — a : 


10 1757. 


5 11 HIS Lear a | Difſening Miniſter at Malden in Efes, being 5 
| threatened with a Proſecution for reaching School : The Con- 
 MIFTEE gave Directions how to behave in that Matter. = 


Tar CoMmITTEE this Year interceded (on Behalf of Fey Diſ. | 


* fenters in ConneSicutt) with the Governors there, on Account of 


8 the People of the eſtabliſned Religion obliging the Diſſenters to vo 
_ the Support of the Miniſters of that Eſtabliſhment. EST 


| APPLICATION being made this You to the Commrexan from 5 0 
b Province in New-England, about appointing a new Secretary there, 


; | (the late Secretary being dead). The CommiTTEs waited on pro-: 


per Perſons here, and uſed their Endeavour to get a Perſon to fuc= 
| reed in tae ſaid Office, agreeable to the Diſlenting Intereſt 1 Bats 


85 Parts; in which ran 


[ 16 J 
Tut CommiTTEE this Year waited on. ſeveral Members of che 


| Houſe of Commons, that the Exerciſe of the Militia might not be 
on the Lord's Day; and . 


Tuts Year Judgment was given in the Sheriffs Court againſt 
Evans, and againſt Sheafe, to pay their Fines, with Coſts, from 
which they appealed to the Court of Huſtings ; but before Writs 
of Error could be allowed there, it was neceſſary a Bond ſhould be 
entered into in each of the Cauſes, with two Sureties, for Payment 


= of the Fines and Coſts, under a double Penalty. The CommirTes 


therefore prevailed with Mr. Mauduit, and. Mr. Criſp, two of their 
. to become Sureties, which ey Td with. : 


In 1738. 


To prevent 3 W in the Gente (che Chamberlain 5 


5 of the City of London againſt Evans, and the ſame againſt Sheafe,) Ap- 


plication was made to the Common Council of the Ci ity of Lon- 5 
don, to conſent that only one Cauſe might be proceeded in in Error, 


. the Defendant conſenting that the Cauſe that ſtood ſtill ſhould abide TOE 


the Event of that Cauſe that was proceeded in ; but they N to 


e conſent thereto, and inſiſted that both Cauſes ſhould proceed. 


Tu- ComvirtrTtt conſidered of a Method for — on a 
_ Correſpondence in the Country. . 


In 1759. 


- Gan Notices of he Regiſtering of Births of Children "8 
Dr. Wiliams's Library, to every Miniſter or 5 tne in and 8 
| about London, for making the ſame more known. 


| JuvewentT having been given for the City of London lat 5 
Evans and Sheafe, in the Sheriffs Court, for their refuſing to ſerve 

the Office of Sheriff of the City of London, and the Recorder of 
the * having affirmed dhe laid Judgment in the Court of 


Fuſ- 


1 


Huſtings. The CoMMITTEE petitioned for a Writ of Error in 
each of the ſaid Cauſes, to a Court of Delegates, conſiſting of five 
- Judges to be named for that Purpoſe, to examine the Errors, if 
any, in the ſaid Cauſes, at the Guildhall of the City of LS, 
5 and which ſaid Writs of Error were obtained accordingly, FR 


Ia 1760. | 
Mr. en a  Diflenting Miniſter, complained to the Com- 


- MITTEE of an Inſult that he had received from ſeveral Perſons at 


Clapham, while he was preaching there in a Meeting-Houſe legally 


licenſed; and for demoliſhing part of the ſaid Meeting-Houſe 5 


at another Time. The CommrTTer thereupon appeared on the 
Behalf of Mr. Dolman. And the Rioters, or ſome, or one of 


- 5 them, repaired the Damage done to the ſaid Meeting-Houſe, and 8 


paid Mr. Dolman his Charges, and 8 for the  Txpuble he 
: Had been put to on that Account, 


The CommTrer proſecuted the Writs of Error | in Kean and, 8 
e. 8 Ons; before 80 Court of . 5 7 


In 1761. 
Ta c aſs of the Diſtenters at Plymouth, who had fallen out among * 


themſelves about their Place of 'Worſhip and their Miniſter, being — 


| laid before the Couutrrrz, they recommended them to Peace, 
and to leave all Matters in Difference to 9 and not 80 , 
; to Law. 


f of Evans and I before the Court of — 9 


In 1762. 


= The 8 iTTE? undertook the Defence of Mr. Joby TOY : 
: Diſſenting Miniſter at — who was * for teach- 


ing 


FT HE 8 i as Writs of Error in the Cauſes - 


1 5 1 
ing School; an he, following their Advice, the Proſecution was 
dropt, and they received his Letter of Thanks. 


On the 5th of July in this Year, four of the Judges named in 
the faid Writs of Error in the Cauſes of Evans and Sheafe, viz. Lord 
Chief Baron Parker, Mr. Juſtice Fofter, Mr. Juſtice Bathurſt, and 
Mr. Juſtice Wilmot, (the other Judge named in the ſaid Writs of 
Error, viz. Lord Chief Juſtice i Its, being dead,) came to the 


Guildhall of the City of London, and delivered their Opinion ſeriatim 4 


in the Cauſes of Evans and Sheafe, and were unanimouſly agreed 


. upon the real Merits of the Caſe, That the Defendants, Evans and : 


| Sheafe, were not eligible to the Office of the Sheriff of the City of 
London, by the Corporation and Toleration Acts; and therefore hey 


| reverſed the Judgment given in the Sheriff's Court, and the Affrm- = 
8 thereof in the Court of Huſtings. 


Tus Diſſenters at Boſton | in New-England having debeed the Ab. 


fiſtance of the Couuirret in an Affair of Importance to the In- 


; tereſt of Religion and Learnin 


g in that Part of the World: the 
 CowumiTTEE agreed to give them the Alliſtance deſired, and ap- e 
3 -nted a 3 for chat 3 


Ia 1763. 


3 Me. Bas Williams was cited i into the Spiritual Court for bepd- 5 
ſing a Child; and the Mother alſo for not being Churched : The ; 
Sura undertook the Defence of both, and ſucceeded. | | 


Tus Tuſtices for Angleſea refuſing to ne a Meeting- Houſe 
there: Application was made to the Couuirrr, who took ſeve- 


ral Methods to bring them to comply, but they continue to refuſe. 


8 A T he CoMnITTEE are now _ Meaſures to compel them to it. 


In 1764. 


Sour Diſſenters plied to the CounTrer, who had been for- 
0 meriy 


1 


merly cited into the Spiritual Court, (for not bringing their Children 

to be chriſtened by their Pariſh Miniſter, and their Wives to be 
churched; and their Miniſter to ſhew his Qualification for baptiſing) 

and were again all cited to appear at the Viſitation at Ofweftry. The 
| COMMITTEE interpaſed, and put a Stop to any further Proceedings. 


A CourLainT was alſo made by ſome Diſſenters at Welfard, o&. 
a Charge made upon them, by the Miniſter, for churching their 
Wives. The COMMITTER * them how to act, which had the 


A deſired Succeſs... 


- A Courtamt. was- 1. made to them af a Diſtreſs on a 'Mecting-- 
| Hi, in Ratherhith, for the Scavengers-Rate. The COMMITTER < ER. 
1 8 ordered their Clerk to recover the ſame, which he did. 


Two Baptiſt Miniſters in Lincolnſhire, applied for Relief Lad 


os” the Juſtices, who. 1 — Licences and the COMMITTES ad- 


1 viſed them how to 


As School-Maſterin | Glouceftefeire * — in the Spi iritual - 
Court, for keeping a Diſſenting School. He applied to the CoM-. 


 MITTEE for helps ds adviſed him what to a Which — the : 
Proſecution. PET 


Taz Miniſter at Zlawvizas refuſed to bury 2. Chud, Foy it 


Was baptiſed by a Diſſenting Miniſter. The 'Father complained to ö 


3 the 3 they — the Miniſter t to make him Satis 


| tation, 


In 1765. 


F Tax Canon EY for a Cong ation-at Tredweſton i in 
Breconſbire, che Payment of an Annuity, which had been with-held; 
1 and alſo that the ſame ſhould be regularly paid for the future. 5 


Tur J uſtices for the County of Angle, Kill continuing EM 
u 


8 Caule, to be JOE to the — 


1 
Refuſal to licenſe the Meeting-Houſe which the CommrTTExe had 
for ſome Time been uſing Methods to oblige them to; having ob- 
tained a Mandamus, and not being able to get it ſerved by any 
Attorney i in that Country, were obliged to ſend down a ſpecial Meſ- 
ſenger for that Purpoſe; in Conſequence of which the Juſtices cm- 
: plied ; and it had ſo good an Effect, that upon an after Applica- 
tion to the ſaid Juſtices, to regiſter another Place for Religious 


Worſhip, they did it immediately : So that the Diſſenters there, 


vill Py meet with no further * on TIO Account. 


\In 1766. 


A was 1 to the CoMMITTEE, from this Diſſenters 


in ſeveral Parts of Derbyſhire, to aſſiſt them in getting five different 5 


Places regiſtred, all of which had been refuſed by the Juſtices. 


The CommiTTEz applied to the Court of King's Bench, to grant 
a2 Mandamus for one of them, which being obtained, was ſent 


don; and had fo good an Effect, that they not only regiſtree 


that Place, but on Demand, regiſtred all the reſt. The Juſtices = 


alſo granted a Certificate | to a BapaR ONE, which Can had be- 5 
fore abſolutely refuſed. 


3 Meeting Houſe i in London v was aſſeſſed . to the Watch, 1 * : 
venger, and the Poor; upon b. tetra to "the Conn e * — 5 
3 Redreſs. SE 257 1 I OETERS £57 5.10 OCD EW 


Tais Year the Cenurrrer 28 1000 > Cas on the Sheriff's , 


h 1767. 


FT FI Congregations 3 to the 8 to 1 
diſputed Elections, in the Choice of Miniſters, each Side alleging 
that the Majority of fair Electors was with them; and each requeſt- 


8 ing chat che COMMITTEE would- give their Opinion i * n F The 


3 WM 8B 
The Coummret found them differ widely in deſcribing thoſe . 
ought to Vote; and alſo that chey had no ſtated Rule to aſcertain 
either who had, or who had not, a Right to Vote: and moreover, 


that a Determination of the CouuiTTEE would not be final. They 
therefore declined : meddling with duch Matters, but came to the N 


5 1 following. Reſolutions : EY 


ſettle Diſputes and Controverſies in 


[ Proteſtant Diſſenters in England, to chuſe he Sh 


Tuar Differences of this Name, $2097 Eng as Diſſenting : 
_ tereſt, and tend to bring Diſſenters into Contempt. Providence 
has in ſeveral Inſtances favoured the Attempts of the De UTAT ION 
and Con ur ET, to defend the legal civil Rights of the Diſſenters 


againſt Oppreſſion. . This is their proper Buſineſs, and not to 


ſhould always be adjuſted, - with à Spirit of Meekneis and Hu 
mility, by the n * or their F riends. _ 
3 


Tuar · a8it is the dees ent every tion. 2 


iniſters ; 
they have alſo the ſole Right to fix the Qualification of an Elector. 


And therefore it is the O Opinion and Reſolution of this CoumMIT TEE, 


that it be recommended to all Congregations, that before they. 
come to the Choice of a Miniſter, it ſhould be plainly ſettled by. 
them, what kind of. Perſons-ſhauld have votes : .and that the Con- 5 
gregations be informed of this Opinion. 8 


5 Tus Near the. CouterrTEE printed 1000 more ef, dale Cubs : 
for the Peers, and for others in the Adminiſtration of Government, . 


5 who deſired to have them; which they ſent to all their Houſes. 


. 15 Aub now the long defired Time came, when the. Sheriff Cauſe 


f was finally heard 4 the Barr of the Houſe of Lords; and after 
the moſt ſolemn Hearing, which laſted ſeveral Days, Judgment 


was given Unanimouſly by their Lordſhips, in Favour of the Diſ- 
ſenters. And their Judgment, Korner with the Ni rackerige of the - 
"Os - 


particular Churches, which . 


1 7th of 


I 22 J 
Record, were remitted by them to the City Court, and i it is fled 
therein. This Affair, though cloſely followed by the ComurTTE:s, 


has laſted above Fourteen Years, and has coſt them, with the Al- 
ſiſtance of — about Four 7. houſand Pounds *, 


>> Ta 


; * Tuar Poſterity may "AC A right Notion of this Cale, it is is thought . 
. proper to give the following Account thereof. 885 


Tur City of London, after ſeveral fruitleſs W agai inſt 1 Mr. 8 e 


_ and other Diſſenters, having found to their Coſt, that = By-Laws then in 


5 force, could not reach the Diſſenters; the Corporation made a new one, 


Anno 1747, which ſeemed Calculated to compel the Diſſenters to fine ; for 
great Numbers of them were forthwith nominated to the Office of Sheriff, | 

and paid their Fines accordingly, amounting to above 15000 J. Till at le 
in the Year 1754, Meſſrs. Streatfield, Sheafe and Evans, were elected Sheri 
dut applying to the Committee, were by them encouraged to refuſe L I 


the Office; upon which three ſeparate Actions were commenced | againſt them, 


for 6001. each. That againſt Mr. Streatfield was attempted in vain, as he 


| Could not be found within the Juriſdiction of the Court. But thoſe againſt 5 
Mr. 7 and Mr. Evans were brought in the Sheriff's Court, Landon, the 


bruary, 1755. And after conſiderable Delay, and much Expence 


(occaſioned by the Difſenters being obliged to apply to the Court of Chancery, 5 | 


to inſpect the City Books relating to the Office,) the Cauſes were argued in 


the Sheriff's Court, and Judgment given againſt the Diſſenters in September 


1757. Thereupon the Defendants Sheafe and Evans, b y the uſual Forms, 
were obliged to bring Writs of Error, returnable in the Court of Huſtings, 


5 being the next City N of which the Recorder of London i is Jute. 


And as the Expences on the Defendants Side had already amounted to up- 
wards of 12004, — would have been "RIMDY: . bad not 8 : 
=» 


EE] 


Tus Diſſenters at Cl applied to the Cour TEE for 
2 Houſe left to their Meeting, whieh 1s detained from them, by the 
Heir at Law. They took Council's Opinion, and Have ordered = 
; Bill 1 in Chancery to be filed to recover it. 


. A Disskxrzx at 7 regony in comma, applied to the Cor rün oy 
for their Aid againſt a Juſtice who had diſtrained his Goods on the 
Conventicle Act. As the Juſtice continues obſtinate, the Com- 


irrer have taken the Opinion of Council in this Caſe, and are 


— Redreſs for him, in a of OP. 


_ . Propoſals to FD hs 8 RED refuſed. Application v was - adi 3 to - 
the Common Council, that they would only proceed in one of theſe Cauſes 


: 7 | 5 


(the Merits of each being exactly the ſame) and that the Cauſe which ſtood 


. {till, ſhould abide * Event of that which 1 was 3 my but this wo 


3 5 likewiſe refuſed. 


Tun Court of Huſtings 1 the n given i in ia Sheriff's ST 

» Court. The Defendants Mr. Sheafe and Mr. Evans, ſued out a Certiorari, 
"returnable before a Court of Delegates, viz. Lord Chief Juſtice Mille, 
Lord Chief Baron Parker, Mr. Juſtice Faſter, Mr. Juſtice Bathur/t, and Mr: 


Juſtice Wilmer. The Court having heard Couneil ſeveral Days; F and Lord 


| Chief Juſtice Willes d ing before Judgment was given, the remaining Dele- 


_ . gates delivered their Opinions ſeriatim on the - 5th of Fly 1762, and were 


unanimous in reverſing the Judgment given in the Sheriff's Court, and Court of 


— Huſtings. Whereupon the City brought a Writ of Error, returnable beſore 


the Houſe of Lords. Their Lordſhips, after hearing the Opinion of the reſt 
of the Judges (except Mr. Juſtice Yates, who was ill,) were pleaſed, on the 


th of February 1767, to Order, and Adjudge, that the Judgment given by 


tthbe Commiſſioners Delegates, reverſing the Judgment geen in the Sheriff's 
4 Sous and. Court of n be A500. 


„ 

Tae Diſſenters at Verenford in Cumberland, applied to the Cou- 
MITTEE for Relief againſt the Truſtees of Belſord Turnpike Road, 
who by putting up a Bar, obliged them to pay Toll as they went 
to Publick Worſhip, which ſeemed to be excepted in the Act. The 
_ CommiTTEs finding upon Enquiry, that this was not an Impoſition 


upon Diffenters, as ſuch, came to a Reſolution, That it is not con- 


ſiſtent with the Inſtitution of this DeeuTaTIoNn to intermeddle 
TTT ee ee 


N. B. All Letters and Repreſentations, relative to the Civil 
Affairs of the Diſſenters, are deſired to be directed to 
JasrER Mavpurr, Eſq; at Hackney, near Lonvon. 
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